
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter!  As always, if you have questions or suggestions, please contact us. 

 
 
Social Security workshop is 
 for anyone! 
Retired or not, helping a parent or elder 
friend, or planning for your own 
imminent retirement, all of us can use 
more information about Social Security.  
We invite you to come to an event, co-
hosted by Anita Ritter Financial on 
Thursday, May 10.  Offering 
Perspective on your Social Security 
Objective is an informative presentation 
will be offered by Vonda VanTil, Public 
Affairs Specialist for the Social Security 
Administration in Grand Rapids.  It will 
be at the Holiday Inn West on 11th 
Street, in Kalamazoo.  The workshop 
begins at 6 p.m., ending at 7, and 
light desserts will be served afterwards.  
You may RSVP by calling our Kalamazoo 
office 269-492-9701 or the Sturgis 
office, 269-651-1060, or by emailing 
jessica@anitaritterfinancial.com .  
Because this is an event hosted by 
several financial advisors, seating may 
be limited, so please RSVP soon.  We 
hope you will join us! 
 
 

 

 

Anita’s Accents 
 
Recently, I have had the opportunity to meet 
some sharp twenty-somethings.  These 
individuals had, either by their own initiative, or 
through their parents’ teaching/example, been 
introduced to some basic and extremely 
important concepts that have the potential to 
dramatically impact their financial future.  
These are some examples: 

• College Degree, debt free, at age 22 

making money that is more than, or 

equal to parents’ current earnings. 

• Living on a budget and within their 

means. 

• No debt or a plan to be out of debt, 

using discipline and self-control. 

• Ages 30 and 25, married couple, debt 

free INCLUDING THEIR HOME, and 

$130,000 in retirement savings! 

• Age 21, contributing to his 401(k) for the 

very first time. 

• Starting a new professional career at 

age 30, no student loan debt, ready to 

get serious about retirement savings. 

I am pleased to say many of my clients have 
the right idea.  At some point in their lives, they 
decided to get out of debt, live within their  
means, and start building wealth for their 
retirement.  At the same time, are we passing 
those decisions and goals along to the next 
generation?  Sometimes it can be as simple as 
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“ 
The advice and personal service I provide builds a 
long lasting, trusting, and confident relationship.”   
     ~Anita Ritter 

mailto:jessica@anitaritterfinancial.com


 (continued from page 1) 

handing them a book and telling them to read 
it.  Or, could it be… stay at home while going to 
college and immediately after graduation, 
waiting to strike out on your own, debt free.  
That said, there needs to be some structure to 
this, so the young person doesn’t see this as 
an opportunity to spend every dollar and live 
off mom and dad. This may also include 
helping them pay for college, so young people 
don’t graduate with a six-figure student debt.  
However, I am not advocating taking on their 
student loan.  This could derail YOUR own 
retirement. 
When a 21-year-old starts to contribute to their 
401(k) at work for the first time, and gets 
serious about saving and controlling their 
personal spending, they have the potential to 
have a very comfortable retirement.  I and 
other financial experts also advise they need to 
have a “nest-egg,” emergency fund, 
automobile “sinking fund”, wedding fund…. you 
get the idea.  If we can help them understand 
that planning ahead for the milestones of life is 
actually freeing, and can help them to do it 
consistently, imagine how their future might 
look. 
I recently spoke to a 7th grade class and 
everyone laughed, when I said, “What’s in your 
wallet?”  Credit card companies tell our 
children debt is the only way to have the life 
they want.  Instant gratification is the American 
way.  It’s up to us to help young people 
understand this behavior can easily be a 
pathway to paycheck-to-paycheck living, or 
even worse, poverty, bankruptcy, or 
foreclosure. 
In case you can’t tell, I am a bit passionate 
about this topic! Unfortunately, I didn’t have 
anyone telling me these things as a young 
person.  I grasped the concepts much later.  
We can make a difference for our children!  If 
you want to know more about this topic, 
include me in your next family meeting, or if 
you would like a recommendation for a book or 
two, feel free to give my office a call. 

.        ~  Anita 
 

 

 
 

Newsletter and More 
 

Our business is growing and many of you already 
know Anita splits her time between our Sturgis and 
Kalamazoo offices.  Thank you for your patience as 

we work everyone into the calendar.  If you have 
questions regarding anything with your accounts, our 
communication, or anything else you’d like to discuss 

with Anita, you are always welcome to call us!  The 
best way to contact us is through the Sturgis office 

phone, 269-651-1060.  If you have life-changes, like 
marriage, children, grandchildren, new power of 

attorneys or trusts, divorce, different beneficiaries, 
we’re also here to help service your accounts by 

updating information.  Often, I can help make those 
changes if you don’t have access to the companies’ 

websites.   It’s also important that we have the best 
contact information for you.  If you change an 

address, phone number, or email, please let our office 
know.  We will be moving to a quarterly newsletter, 

and hopefully you will continue to enjoy the articles 
and pass them along to friends and family.  We know 
our success is because of you, and we are grateful for 

the opportunity to serve each of you.         Jessica   
 
 

 

 

Spring clean' your digital life 

 
Spring is officially here, and your home isn’t 

the only thing that needs a deep clean. It’s time 
to cut through the clutter and freshen up your 

online world. 
Get your digital life looking shiny and new in 

no time with our security-focused spring 
cleaning checklist. 

 

✓ Back up data on all devices 

✓ Update to the latest software 

✓ Clear your browser cache 

✓ Clean up your password 
vault/storage 

✓ Rerun security questions 
 

www.lastpass.com 

 

 

http://www.lastpass.com/


April is National Pet Month! 
Many of you know that our family LOVES our dogs.  

Over the years, we have had mixed breeds, pure bred, 

rescues, fosters, and pedigrees.  Currently, we have six 

dogs.  Three are Siberian Huskies.  They are beautiful, 

have great temperaments and are great with children.  

They also like to dig, run, and they shed profusely, twice 

per year.  My husband has aspirations of having a 

dogsled team.  No, we know nothing about it, but he is 

researching.  These dogs love the snow and they love to 

work.  This should be a win-win for the dogs, and for 

Mark. 

We also have three AMAZING Shih tzus.  I would  like to 

introduce you to the newest addition to our “pack”.  Her 

name is Sadie (aka Birdie).  All of our dogs have two 

names.  She is a rescue, a Shih tzu, around 5-6 years old, 

and a total bundle of sweetness.  Don’t get me wrong.  

She comes with her quirks, as all of our dogs do.   Just 

like all our family members, we adapt and love them 

anyway.  Sometimes it required some retraining, but 

Sadie has found her forever home.  Her favorite things 

are shredding Kleenex, running with the other dogs, and 

snuggling.  During the cold weather, she has to wear her 

sweater to go outside and she balances on her two front 

legs while doing her “business”.  This cracks me up!  

 
We encourage families, empty nesters, singles, and 

young professionals (in other words, everyone) to 

consider rescuing one of these precious critters.  We are 

Sadie’s fourth home and it just blows us away that 

anyone would be able to part with her!  It is obvious that 

early in her life she had some neglect and maybe even 

abuse.  No more!  The rest of her life will be filled with 

love, gentle training, structure, and companionship.  

Wouldn’t you love to be that for one of these dear 

creatures who are just waiting to share all the love in 

their heart?  Maybe it’s time to contact your local 

humane society or animal shelter.   

 

IRS urges ‘Paycheck Checkup’ for key 
groups; tax withholding may need 
adjustment 

The Internal Revenue Service today encouraged 
several key groups of taxpayers to perform a 
“paycheck checkup” to check if they are having the 

right amount of tax withholding following recent tax-
law changes. 
The IRS emphasizes the new tax law changes 
make it especially important for specific groups of 
taxpayers to visit the Withholding Calculator on 
IRS.gov. This includes people in households with 
two or more jobs, who have children or 
dependents, who itemize their taxes, or who have 
high incomes or complex tax situations. 
"It's important every year for people to review if 
they're having the right amount of tax withheld from 
their paychecks," said Acting IRS Commissioner 
David Kautter. "This year, it's even more urgent for 
people to review their situation following the new 
tax law changes. As people complete their 2017 tax 
returns, this is a perfect time to take a paycheck 
checkup." 

Special alert for key groups to check 
withholding 

The IRS always recommends employees check 
their withholding at the beginning of each year or 
when their personal circumstances change to make 
sure they’re having the right amount of tax withheld 
from their paychecks. 
Following the recent tax law changes, it’s especially 
important for certain people to use the Withholding 
Calculator on IRS.gov to check if they are having 
the right amount of withholding. 
Among the groups, in particular, who should check 
their withholding are people who: 

✓ Belong to a two-income family. 
✓ Work two or more jobs or only work for part 

of the year. 
✓ Have children and claim credits such as the 

Child Tax Credit. 
✓ Have older dependents, including children 

age 17 or older. 
✓ Itemized deductions on their 2017 tax 

returns. 
✓ Earn high incomes and have more complex 

tax returns. 
✓ Received large tax refunds or had large tax 

bills for 2017. 
"The IRS urges people in these groups to take a few 
minutes and review their withholding and tax situation," 
Kautter said. "Taking this step will help avoid surprises 
next year at tax time." 
The new law increased the standard deduction, removed 
personal exemptions, increased the child tax credit, 
limited or discontinued certain deductions, and changed 
the tax rates and brackets. 
 
 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-urges-paycheck-checkup-for-
key-groups-tax-withholding-may-need-adjustment 
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“Wealth Management with Commitment, 
Character, and Compassion” 

❖ Commitment to helping you, our 

clients, achieve your financial goals. 

❖ Character - How can our clients' best 

benefit from our tools and expertise? 

❖ Compassion for you and your family, 

your unique situation 

 

 

What’s on your financial horizon? 

 

 
 

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a broker-dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Anita Ritter Financial  and Cambridge are 
not affiliated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANITA RITTER FINANCIAL 

260 JOHN STREET, SUITE 2B 

STURGIS, MI  49091   

PH: 269-651-1060 

KALAMAZOO OFFICE 

PH: 269.492.9701  

anita@anitaritterfinancial.com 

We can be found on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter. 

www.anitaritterfinancial.com 
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