
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter!  As always, if you have questions or suggestions, please contact us. 

Hurricanes, Help, and Charity   
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose, Katia, and Maria…..so 
many challenges, and so many wanting to help.  Here 
are some guidelines, which, hopefully will allow you to 
help more efficiently.   

 

First, some general guidelines: The Center for 
International Disaster Information, a part of the 
United States Agency for International 
Development, offers useful tips on giving in the 
wake of disasters. Sending money is almost always 
the most efficient way to help, it emphasizes. 
For those who find themselves near damaged 
communities and want to assist in person, the 
National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, 
an association of disaster relief organizations, 
encourages people not to “self-deploy.” Instead, 
willing volunteers in Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands or Florida can register to be contacted by 
relief workers by signing up on the association’s 
website. The Red Cross is also helping to 
coordinate volunteers. 
 

How to give 
Think twice before you send any blankets, clothes 
or toys into a disaster area. Transporting, storing 
and sorting donated goods can divert resources 
away from more pressing work. 
“I can’t tell you how many times I have been in 
disaster situations where I’ve seen, literally, just 
warehouses filled with stuff that people give, just 
sitting there,” said Britt Lake, the chief program 
officer for GlobalGiving, a crowdfunding 
organization that connects donors with local relief 
organizations. 
GlobalGiving’s Irma Relief Fund is accepting 
donations. It vets the local organizations it helps 
fund and is well-regarded by charity watchdogs.  
 

Donors can also visit the crowdsourcing website 
GoFundMe (https://www.gofundme.com) to give 
money to the Direct Impact Fund, a nonprofit that 
distributes money to smaller campaigns within the 
United States and its territories.  (GoFundMe says 
fraud is rare. It says it works to verify that all funds 
go to intended recipients, but it cannot always 
verify the specific claims made by individual 
campaigners.) 
You can also donate directly to larger organizations 
like Unicef, which will pay special attention to 
school-age children; Oxfam America, which is 
preparing for Hurricane Jose as it works on Irma 
recovery; and the American Red Cross, which has 
deployed disaster responders and delivered 
donated blood to hard-hit areas. 
And if you would like to help the non-humans in 
Irma’s path, organizations accepting donations for 
the welfare of animals include the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the 
Best Friends Animal Society and the South Florida 
Wildlife Center. 

 
 

What to watch out for 
To make sure you are giving to a legitimate and 
effective charity, check whether it has been rated or 
accredited by an organization like Charity 
Navigator, Charity Watch or the Better Business 
Bureau. These might not cover smaller, community-
based charitable organizations. But you can read 
useful tips about choosing a charity from the 
Federal Trade Commission. 
Among its recommendations: Do your research; 
don’t wire money or send cash; find out a charity’s  
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“ 
The advice and personal service I provide builds a 
long lasting, trusting, and confident relationship.”   
     ~Anita Ritter 

https://www.gofundme.com/
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address and phone number; call them if necessary; 
and be wary of charities that appear to be new. 
Ms. Lake of GlobalGiving said that after major 
storms blow over and many emergency medical 
workers leave the scene, it is often up to local 
organizations to help rebuild communities. “These 
are organizations that are often overlooked and 
underfunded,’’ she said, “and they really do know 
their communities and are there for the long run.” 

 
Faith groups provide the bulk of disaster 
recovery, in coordination with FEMA 
Over and over again in public comments as 
Hurricane Harvey was soaking Texas and 
Louisiana, FEMA administrator Brock Long asked 
concerned citizens to go to NVOAD.org to make 
donations – that is National Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster, the alliance of 
volunteer organizations that are helping FEMA 
channel disaster assistance into the affected areas. 
About 75% of the organizations that are part of the 
alliance are faith-based. 
Samaritan’s Purse, an evangelical aid group run by 
Rev. Franklin Graham, has trucks at the ready in 
Florida with chainsaws and debris removal experts 
to help clean up houses. After initial cleanup, the 
group has contracting services available to help the 
needy rebuild their homes. The group has 
responded to 20 disasters already this year, said 
Luther Harrison, vice president of North American 
Ministries for Samaritan’s Purse. 
“FEMA – they have been a big blessing to us, 
they're an assistance to us," Harrison said 
Saturday. "For Hurricane Irma, the majority of our 
equipment has already been dispatched to Texas ... 
so our office in Canada is bringing their equipment 
across the border and FEMA was instrumental in 
helping us clear that with customs and getting all 
the paperwork done." 
The efforts of volunteer groups come at essentially 
no cost to the government yet they also have a 
significant cash value to the states they serve.  
States are obligated in most cases to pay a "match" 
for federal disaster aid, generally about 10% of the 
amount the federal government is paying in the 
immediate aftermath. But FEMA policy allows 
states to count volunteer hours as a payment 
toward that match, at $25 per hour. Harrison said 
that his group has already logged and reported to 
Texas more than 27,000 volunteer hours worth 
more than $675,000 toward the state's required 
match. 
"About 80% of all recovery happens because of 
non-profits, and the majority of them are faith-
based," said Greg Forrester, CEO of the national 

VOAD. The money is "all raised by the individuals 
who go and serve, raised through corporate 
connections, raised through church connections," 
and amounts to billions of dollars worth of disaster 
recovery assistance, he said. 
And it is not just Christian congregations involved, 
Forrester said. There are also other faith groups 
including Islamic, Buddhist and Jewish relief 
agencies at work in disaster zones. 
"FEMA can not do what it does so well without the 
cooperation of faith-based non-profit organizations 
and churches," said the Rev. Jamie Johnson, 
director of the Department of Homeland Security's 
Center for Faith-Based & Neighborhood 
Partnerships. "It's a beautiful relationship between 
government and the private sector and it is 
something to behold." 
 

This article’s resources are: 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/09/10/hurricane-
irma-faith-groups-provide-bulk-disaster-recovery-coordination-
fema/651007001/ 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/08/us/hurricane-irma-help-
donate.html?mcubz=0 
 
 

 
Equifax Breach 
 

Since so much of what we do includes personal information, we 
thought we would pass along the latest instructions from the  Federal 
Trade Commission regarding the large breach which happened in 
early September.  Please take special care in guarding your credit and 
personal data.  We will continue to monitor this situation, and provide 
important updates on our Facebook page.  We will also continue to 
pay very close attention to protecting your privacy on our end.   

September 8, 2017 
by Seena Gressin 

Attorney, Division of Consumer & Business Education, FTC 
 

If you have a credit report, there’s a good chance that 
you’re one of the 143 million American consumers 
whose sensitive personal information was exposed in a 
data breach at Equifax, one of the nation’s three major 
credit reporting agencies. 
Here are the facts, according to Equifax. The breach 
lasted from mid-May through July. The hackers 
accessed people’s names, Social Security numbers, 
birth dates, addresses and, in some instances, driver’s 
license numbers. They also stole credit card numbers for 
about 209,000 people and dispute documents with 
personal identifying information for about 182,000 
people. And they grabbed personal information of people 
in the UK and Canada too. 
(continued on page 3) 
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There are steps to take to help protect your 
information from being misused. Visit Equifax’s 
website, www.equifaxsecurity2017.com. (This link takes 
you away from our site. Equifaxsecurity2017.com  is not 
controlled by the FTC.) 

• Find out if your information was exposed. Click 
on the “Potential Impact” tab and enter your last 
name and the last six digits of your Social 
Security number. Your Social Security number is 
sensitive information, so make sure you’re on 
a secure computer and an encrypted network 
connection any time you enter it. The site will tell 
you if you’ve been affected by this breach. 

• Whether or not your information was exposed, 
U.S. consumers can get a year of free credit 
monitoring and other services. The site will give 
you a date when you can come back to enroll. 
Write down the date and come back to the site 
and click “Enroll” on that date. You have until 
November 21, 2017 to enroll. 

You also can access frequently asked questions at the 
site. 
 

Here are some other steps to take to help protect 
yourself after a data breach: 

✓ Check your credit reports from Equifax, 
Experian, and TransUnion — for free — by 
visiting annualcreditreport.com. Accounts or 
activity that you don’t recognize could indicate 
identity theft. Visit IdentityTheft.gov to find out 
what to do. 

✓ Consider placing a credit freeze on your 
files. A credit freeze makes it harder for 
someone to open a new account in your 
name. Keep in mind that a credit freeze won’t 
prevent a thief from making charges to your 
existing accounts. 

✓ Monitor your existing credit card and bank 
accounts closely for charges you don’t 
recognize. 

✓ If you decide against a credit     
freeze, consider placing a fraud alert on your 
files. A fraud alert warns creditors that you 
may be an identity theft victim and that they 
should verify that anyone seeking credit in 
your name really is you. 

✓ File your taxes early — as soon as you have 
the tax information you need, before a 
scammer can. Tax identity theft happens when 
someone uses your Social Security number to 
get a tax refund or a job. Respond right away 
to letters from the IRS. 

✓ Visit Identitytheft.gov/databreach to learn more 

about protecting yourself after a data breach. 
 

 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2017/09/equifax-data-breach-what-do 

 

 
 

Anita’s Happenings 
When I was recruited to my former firm to be a 
Financial Advisor (back then, we were Investment 
Representatives), it didn’t interest me at all!  
Not only did I not know anything about markets, 

investments, and products, I didn’t know what I didn’t 

know!  My friend who was recruiting me said good, 

because it isn’t about all those things.  It’s about people.  

It took me 3 months to decide to fill out the application 

and that was 14 ½ years ago.  Now, I love what I do and 

all the people I get to meet and help!  

The training I received early on was priceless and helped 

me to understand that building relationships was at the 

center of my newly minted career.  It was a little scary, 

starting a new career at this stage of my “middle-aged” 

life.  Now, I cannot imagine doing anything else.  If I 

knew then what I know now!   

One thing that I have discovered over the 

years is that there a lot of individuals who 

are disengaged from the planning, 

preparing for, and implementing of, their 

financial goals.  I have made educating my clients a very 

important part of working with my clients.  I want them 

to make informed financial decisions. 

If you have checked out my website, you will see that I 

love educating and empowering women.  How many 

women have you heard say, “My husband handles all 

that.”?  Not as often as women, but I also hear men say 

the opposite.    It is normal for there to be one financially 

savvy spouse and one not so savvy in most relationships.  

However, I cannot stress enough how important it is to 

become engaged in the process, even if it is just to 

review your situation, after the fact.  What happens, God 

forbid, if the one handling the finances and investments 

dies suddenly? Will you know where to find everything, 

just to pay the bills?  What about passwords and online 

banking information? 

I am going to be conducting a seminar on INVESTING 

BASICS this fall and I want to encourage each of you to 

come join us.  If there is enough interest, I will have a 

second seminar and/or the next level later in the year or 

early 2018.   
 

1. Please, call or email Jessica, at my office to get on the list 

of those who would like to attend. 

(jessica@anitaritterfinancial.com) 

2. Also, let her know other financial topics that might be of 

interest to you. 

3. Plan on bringing a guest (or guests) and let us know, so we 

can save them a spot. 

Once we have gauged the interest in the seminar, we will 

schedule the venue and the date.  Please, consider taking 

an hour and a half out of one of your evenings to attend.  

It will be worth the investment!  There is nothing in this 

for me except  the satisfaction of knowing I have helped 

empower a group of individuals to take charge of their 

financial future. (Refreshments will be served.) 

http://www.equifaxsecurity2017.com/
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2017/09/equifax-data-breach-what-do
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0009-computer-security
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0014-tips-using-public-wi-fi-networks
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0014-tips-using-public-wi-fi-networks
https://www.equifaxsecurity2017.com/frequently-asked-questions/
http://www.annualcreditreport.com/
https://identitytheft.gov/
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0497-credit-freeze-faqs
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0497-credit-freeze-faqs#difference
http://www.identitytheft.gov/Info-Lost-or-Stolen
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2017/09/equifax-data-breach-what-do


What’s on your horizon?? 

 
 

 
The time to start 
planning your financial 
future is today!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

✓ Face-to-Face Business 

✓ Financial Planning 

✓ Retirement Planning 

✓ College Funding 

 
 
 

 

 

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a broker-dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Anita Ritter Financial  and Cambridge are 
not affiliated. 
 

 
ANITA RITTER FINANCIAL 

Wealth Management  
with Commitment. Character. Compassion. 

260 JOHN STREET, SUITE 2B 

STURGIS, MI  49091   

PH: 269-651-1060 

KALAMAZOO OFFICE 

PH: 269.492.9701  

anita@anitaritterfinancial.com 

We can be found on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter. 

www.anitaritterfinancial.com 
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http://www.anitaritterfinancial.com/

